no                  Law, Its Origin

the middle of the fifteenth century. Between that
time and the reign of Louis XIV., a number of royal
ordinances were adopted, the principal of which had
for their object to reduce the Coutumes to greater
uniformity and precision and to improve judicial
procedure. France under Louis XIV., had become
a thoroughly consolidated absolute monarchy. The
sovereign was ambitious alike of personal and
national aggrandisement. His legislative power was
unlimited, and a great opportunity for improvement
in internal administration was opened to him. Under
the guidance of the wisdom of Colbert, this oppor-
tunity was employed in various efforts to reform the
public administration. So far as the legal system
was concerned there were three principal evils. The
first was the lack of an orderly and uniform method
of procedure in civil and criminal cases. The second
was lack of uniformity in the law growing out of
the various differing coutumes. The third was the
uncertainty and confusion in the law itself, the con-
sequence of the different sources from which much
of it had been borrowed, and the want of harmony
and capacity in the courts which administered it.
The method of improvement adopted by Louis
XIV. appears to have been to select branches or
.subjects of law, in which improvement was most
needed, or perhaps in which it was most practicable
at the time, and reduce them to writing. The most
important of the measures were: (i) An Ordonnance
for the reformation of the procedure of the courts
in civil cases. (2) An Ordonnance for the reformation
of the criminal procedure. The subjects embraced